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Overview
Quidam had its world premiere in Montreal under the Big Top 
in April 1996. Since that time, the production has toured on 
five continents and been experienced by millions of people. 
Quidam has embarked on a new journey, performing the same 
captivating production, but now in arenas throughout North 
America. The international cast features 52 world-class 
acrobats, musicians, singers and characters. 

Unlike any other Cirque du Soleil show, Quidam does not 
take spectators to an imaginary realm of fanciful, larger-than-
life characters. Rather, it is an examination of our own  
world – inhabited by real people with real-life concerns.

Young Zoé is bored; her parents, distant and apathetic,  
ignore her. Her life has lost all meaning. Seeking to fill the 
void of her existence, she slides into an imaginary world – 
the world of Quidam – where she meets characters who 
encourage her to free her soul.

Quidam : a nameless passer-by, a solitary figure lingering 
on a street corner, a person rushing past and swallowed by 
the crowd. It could be anyone, anybody. Someone coming 
or going at the heart of our anonymous society. A member 
of the crowd, one of the silent majority. The one who cries 
out, sings and dreams within us all. This is the “quidam” 
whom this show allows to speak. This is the place that 
beckons—a place for dreaming and genuine relations where 
all quidams, by proclaiming their individuality, can finally 
emerge from anonymity.



Acts

In the Aerial Silk act, the artist performs aerial 
acrobatics while suspended from a long, silk 
band of fabric. While incorporating contortion in 
her act, the artist manipulates the fabric to wrap, 
swing and spiral herself into and out of various 
intricate positions, creating graceful and 
harmonious figures.

This award-winning act showcases the amazing 
agility of the human body. Fifteen artists perform 
spectacular sequences of acrobatics and human 
pyramids, astounding audiences with their perfectly 
synchronized movements. Banquine is an Italian 
acrobatic tradition, with origins that date back to 
the Middle Ages. 

Combining trapeze and Spanish web techniques, 
the Cloud Swing is an aerial act where the artist 
launches into a series of acrobatic drops, holds 
and rebound lifts that send her diving and 
twisting above the stage.

The diabolo, or Chinese yo-yo, is a child’s game 
that has evolved into an art form. The four 
young performers each juggle a wooden spool 
on string linked by two sticks. The artists 
manoeuvres the spool while performing 
acrobatic feats and try to outdo each other in 
this stunning game of dexterity and ingenuity. 

Encircled within a large metal hoop, the artist 
spins, turns, twists and manoeuvres the wheel, 
performing gravity-defying somersaults and 
acrobatics.

Perched on balancing canes, the artist moves 
elegantly into a series of positions of ever-
increasing intricacy, displaying impressive 
control and strength.

Aerial Contortion in Silk

Diabolos German Wheel Hand Balancing

Banquine Cloud Swing



Drawing its inspiration from dance, acrobatics 
and the art of manipulation, this familiar child’s 
game is turned into a choreographic feat. As 
the ropes beat time, a group of 20 acrobats, 
endowed with exceptional co-ordination and 
rhythm, perform a steady stream of solo and 
duo group jumps and figures.

Skipping Ropes

The juggling act utilizes several objects that are 
symbolic to the storyline of Quidam. Using a 
bowler hat, an umbrella, a briefcase and red balls, 
the artist strings together impressive feats of 
balance and dexterity.

Juggling (Act in Rotation)

Breaking tradition, this Spanish web act is 
performed by five artists that fly high above the 
stage, attached to a specially designed conveyer 
called a “téléphérique.” In turn or as a group, the 
acrobats drop elegantly into the void, stopped 
only by the ropes looped around their waists or 
ankles.

Spanish Webs

Never losing contact, two strong, flexible performers move almost imperceptibly, assuming positions 
impossible without an impeccable sense of balance and control. Their act is testimony to the natural beauty 
of the human body.

Statue

In hoops suspended above the stage, the 
performers pivot and twirl through the air,  
at times solo and at times in unison, 
performing stunning feats of grace and 
dexterity.

Aerial Hoops



Characters

Boum-Boum is aggressive and physically fit, 
yet lifeless. It is as though his body lives on 
only because his soul refuses to leave it.

The Aviator has skeletal wings, but doesn’t 
look quite ready to take off. Perhaps he 
doesn’t know he has wings. Perhaps he 
knows, but can’t fly. Perhaps, like Icarus,  
he has tried and failed or perhaps he simply 
wants to escape this world and its problems.

Zoé is an average little girl. She is bored  
yet curious, and she longs for the fun and 
excitement she believes lie just beyond  
her reach.

Lost behind his newspaper, ensconced in his 
den, Zoé’s Father will eventually open his eyes  
to find himself among his family and loved ones 
once again. Feeling alienated, Zoé’s mother will 
soon rediscover the intense feeling of being alive 
through pain and courage, play and love.

With his tragically spare hairdo, John is  
a different kind of ringmaster. He is eerie yet 
charming: part television personality and part 
teacher with his own renegade lesson plan,  
a circumnavigator on a mysterious journey.

Boum-Boum The Aviator

Zoé Mother and Father John

Grace in motion, the Target chooses to live  
in empty space, present and absent at the same 
time, a companion to the lost girl for a little while.

The Target



Costumes
Quidam is the first show to use everyday clothing – though 
adapted – in its acrobatic acts. The broken colours used for 
the costumes – from blue to pink tones – create a dramatic 
effect and add to the show’s gloomy overall atmosphere.  
The basic material used for nearly all the costumes is stretch 
linen – a new innovation that gives them a worn look. Other 
materials used include leather, jute, linen crepe, wool, velvet 
and 42 types of cotton.

Facts 

•  There are approximately 250 costumes, 500 costume 
accessories and 200 to 300 pairs of shoes in Quidam.

•  Each artist has between 2 and 7 costumes.

•  Each costume is specifically designed for the artist and 
there are two spares of every costume.

•  The costumes of the Banquine troupe in the first and 
second part of the show have the same design but different 
colours. In the first half of their performance, they are more 
colourful, representing characters in a real world. In the 
second half, the colours of the costumes are muted, 
representing life after war and tragedy.

•  There are 20 wigs used in Quidam, which are made from 
natural and synthetic hair and are styled for every show. 

•  All the shoes are hand-painted to blend in with the colours 
of the costumes. These shoes are retouched and painted 
before every performance. There are 30 hats in Quidam 
including the bowler hat of the Quidam character which 
Zoe uses to enter the magical world.

•  The Quidam tour travels with washers and dryers to allow 
the wardrobe staff to care for the costumes. All costumes 
are washed daily. 

•  The Quidam wardrobe team is responsible for maintaining 
and repairing all costumes. Costumes can last anywhere 
between 6 months to 2 years. 

•  Eighty percent of the fabrics are custom-dyed. These 
fabrics are usually white and are hand-dyed and 

printed in custom colours in the Montreal 
costume workshop.



Music
Benoit Jutras’ passionate and intense music is performed 
live at every show by six musicians playing a wide variety  
of instruments such as the violin, cello, percussions, 
saxophone, electric and classical guitars and keyboard. 

In Quidam, Cirque du Soleil takes a new approach to vocals. 
For the first time, the fragility of a childlike voice combines 
with the strength of a man’s voice to create a powerful blend 
of sensitivity and intensity.

The musicians follow the artists’ movements and ensure 
they are in sync with the act.

Evoking a monolithic structure like a train station or an airport 
where people constantly come and go, the minimalist set is 
dominated by a giant arch. The floor, built from perforated 
metal tiles, is illuminated from above and below and appears at 
times metallic, at times incandescent. Changes in the lighting – 
contrasts in hues, angles and light beams – can instantly 
transform the mood of a scene from comedy to tragedy. The 
revolving stage reflects an ever-changing, unpredictable world.  

Fast Facts:

•  The arch (also known as the “téléphérique”) is 
constructed of five all-aluminum rails for an overall 
length of 120 feet.

• Each rail of the téléphérique houses two trolleys that run 
from one end of the structure to the other. One is used to 
transport performers and acrobatic equipment and the 
other raises or lowers them to the appropriate height and 
position for the particular act.

• The stage floor is made of aluminum decks with a rubber 
type mat. The rubber is perforated to allow light to 
surpass from below, thus creating special visual effects. 
There are more than 200,000 perforations. 

set design



Creators

Guy Laliberté
Guide and Founder

Franco Dragone 
Director

Gilles Ste-Croix 
Artistic Guide

Michel Crête 
Set Designer

Dominique Lemieux 
Costume Designer

Benoit Jutras 
Musical Director 
and Composer

Debra Brown 
Choreographer

Luc Lafortune 
Lighting Designer

François Bergeron 
Sound Designer



At A GLANCe 

A Few stAtistics

•  In 1984, 73 people worked for Cirque du Soleil.  
Today, the business has 5,000 employees worldwide, 
including more than 1,300 artists.

•  At the Montréal International Headquarters alone,  
there are close to 2,000 employees.

•  More than 100 types of occupations can be found  
at Cirque du Soleil.

•  The average age of employees is 37.

•  The company’s employees and artists represent close  
to 50 nationalities and speak 25 different languages.

•  More than 100 million spectators have seen a  
Cirque du Soleil show since 1984.

•  Close to 15 million people will see a Cirque du Soleil  
show in 2012.

•  Cirque du Soleil hasn’t received any grants  
from the public or private sectors since 1992.

From a group of 20 street performers at its beginnings in 1984, 
Cirque du Soleil is a major Quebec-based organization 
providing high-quality artistic entertainment. The company 
has 5,000 employees, including more than 1,300 artists 
from close to 50 different countries.

Cirque du Soleil has brought wonder and delight to more 
than 100 million spectators in more than 300 cities in over 
forty countries on six continents. Cirque du Soleil International 
Headquarters are in Montréal, Canada. The company has 
received such prestigious awards as the Emmy, Drama Desk, 
Bambi, ACE, Gémeaux, Félix, and Rose d’Or de Montreux.

For more information about Cirque du Soleil, visit 
www.cirquedusoleil.com.

the mission

The mission of Cirque du Soleil is to invoke the imagination, 
provoke the senses and evoke the emotions of people around 
the world.

the creAtion oF Cirque du soleil

It all started in Baie-Saint-Paul, a small town near Québec City 
in Canada. There, in the early eighties, a band of colourful 
characters roamed the streets, striding on stilts, juggling, dancing, 
breathing fire, and playing music. They were Les Échassiers 
de Baie‑Saint‑Paul (the Baie-Saint-Paul Stiltwalkers), a street 
theatre group founded by Gilles Ste-Croix. Already, the townsfolk 
were impressed and intrigued by the young performers – 
including Guy Laliberté who founded Cirque du Soleil.

The troupe went on to found Le Club des talons hauts 
(the High Heels Club), and then, in 1982, organized La Fête 
foraine de Baie‑Saint‑Paul, a cultural event in which street 
performers from all over met to exchange ideas and enliven 
the streets of the town for a few days. La Fête foraine was 
repeated in 1983 and 1984. Le Club des talons hauts 
attracted notice, and Guy Laliberté, Gilles Ste-Croix and their 
cronies began to cherish a crazy dream: to create a Quebec 
circus and take the troupe travelling around the world.

In 1984, Québec City was celebrating the 450th anniversary 
of Canada’s discovery by Jacques Cartier, and they needed 
a show that would carry the festivities out across the province. 
Guy Laliberté presented a proposal for a show called 
Cirque du Soleil (Circus of the Sun), and succeeded in 
convincing the organizers. And Cirque du Soleil hasn’t 
stopped since!



North America

Europe Europe

North America

Europe North America/Mexico

in 2012, 
Cirque du Soleil  

will present  
22 different shows 
around the world:

TOURING SHOWS IN ARENAS

TOURING SHOWS  
UNDER THE BIG TOP

North America

North America South America

Japan



Walt Disney World® Resort  
in Orlando, Florida

ARIA Resort & Casino  
at CityCenter, 
in Las Vegas

Los Angeles

TM Luxor  
in Las Vegas

Radio City Music Hall 
in New York City

MGM Grand  
in Las Vegas

The Mirage  
in Las Vegas

The Venetian 
Macao-Resort-Hotel 
in Macau SAR, China

Bellagio  
in Las Vegas

New York-New York 
 Hotel & Casino  

in Las Vegas

Treasure Island  
in Las Vegas

Cirque du Soleil, Sun Logo, Saltimbanco, Alegría, Dralion, Quidam, Varekai, Corteo, KOOZA, OVO, TOTEM, Amaluna, Mystère, “O”, Zumanity – the Sensual Side of Cirque du Soleil, La Nouba, KÀ, ZAIA, Zarkana, IRIS – A Journey Through the World of Cinema are 
trademarks owned by Cirque du Soleil and used under license. The trademark LOVE is owned by The Cirque Apple Creation Partnership and used under license. The Beatles is a trademark owned by Apple Corps Limited. The trademarks CRISS ANGEL and Believe  
are owned by Criss Angel and used under license. Viva ELVIS is a trademark owned by Elvis Presley Enterprises, Inc. and used under license. © The Cirque EPE Partnership. Elvis name and likeness used under license. Michael Jackson THE IMMORTAL World Tour  
is a trademark owned by Cirque Jackson I.P., LLC. Trademarks used under license. The Michael Jackson name, image, likeness and associated trademarks and logos are owned by Triumph International, Inc. and used under license. © 2010 Cirque Jackson I.P., LLC.

RESIDENT SHOWS

North America



ON STAGE OR BACKSTAGE

IT’S YOUR TURN TO BE PART OF THE SHOW

/jobs


